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work may also be assured, that the 
mistake will doubtless be considered 
as totally undesigned, and that bow- 
ever eminent the real author of the 
poem may now be, he cannot, I 
think, but feel it as excessively flat- 
tering, that so youthful a produc- 
tion of his, should, for a moment, 
be attributed to one of such genius 
and learning, as was the late Pro- 
fessor Porson. 

1 am, &c. 
A Visitor. 

To tit Proprietors of the Bdfast Magazine, 



DEING asked for a something, in 
-*-* the way of inscription, for the 
tomb stone of the late Mr. James 
Gilland, of Dungannon, the stan- 
zas below are the fruit of my at- 
tempt to comply with the request. 
I feel it impossible to please myself: 
and I beg the insertion of the follow, 
ing Epitaph, in the Belfast Maga- 
zine, in order to extract from emi- 
nent genius, one that may have 
some corresponding sublimity with 
its subject. Gilland deserves the 
effort of a master pen. 1 wish the 
writer of the first part of the Retro- 
spect of Politics would give a few 
moments to it. 

The characteristic qualities of the 
deceased, were, exquisite taste, vi- 
vid and capacious mental powers, 
with an enlightened and devoted pa- 
triotism. 



Homo. 



EPfTAPH. 



Were, mute in death's that minstrel tongue, 
Which caste and talent used to breathe ; 
And set that eye which mind-beams flung ; 
For Giixand's clay lies underneath. 

That patriot heart, whose spring-tide flows 
Still swell'd to Etis'i Sun of fame, 
And sunk to Erin's Moon of woes, — 
Still'd are its bounds in Gillanc's frame. 
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But, though that vital orb's quick flight 
From human gaze so early stole, 
His strains remain — a ling'ring light, 
Imperishable as his soul. 



To tie Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine* 

Gentlemen, 
' I 'HERE is a precept which I have 
-* always considered necessary 
to direct myjudgmeut, when I have 
heard one man accusing another in his 
absence, itisllm, " Audi et alteram 
partem." Whether yon allow the 
columns of your miscellany to be 
the vehicles of abuse and misrepre- 
sentation, free to any person whose 
native malignity, or whose wound- 
ed pride prompts him to indulge his 
disposition for reproach and scandal. 
I cannot tell. I am not in the habit 
of reading your publication, and 
therefore know not the principles that 
guide your choice of " Communica- 
tions, Original and Selected." A 
neighbour of mine, however, who 
makes the Belfast Magazine a 
part of his reading, has drawn my 
attention to some communications in 
that work, which holds up the reli- 
gions community of which I have 
the honour to be a member, in an 
unfavourable liyht. 

I should think, that had you been 
guided by the maxim quoted, you 
would uot have hastily given pub- 
licity to the unqualified and unau- 
thenticated censure thrown with such 
appaient art and design on the reli- 
gious body distinguished by the 
name, Burgher Seceders. Whether 
the ministers of thai communion 
have such claims on the respect of 
the public, as should have made 
you hesitate and examine the evi- 
dence upon which the heavy and 
damning charges of unchristian-like 
conduct, &c. were built, does not 
become me to say} let those who 
know them, pronounce according to 
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the evidence before them. You will 
permit me, however, to say, they 
are not few in number; and as to 
the portion of talent and education 
possessed by the body, I will say, 
what you will be obliged to say of 
every other relit'iims association in 
the kingdom, there is great diver- 
sity- But, Gentlemen, I will ask 
i!o man's permission to say, nor 
shall any man prevent me from 
boasting, that as to o.oral character, 
and attention to the duties of their 
office, they are not exceeded by any 
class of christian pastors in the Em- 
pire. No mean proof of this as- 
sertion will be furnished, when it is 
recollected, that not one of them (so 
far as is known to the writer of this, 
and his knowledge of their character 
is not very limited,) has been found 
to encourage those associations which 
have disturbed the peace, and en- 
dangered the safety of the state these 
twenty years past, and that as small 
a portion of their people have been 
found composing those societies, as 
of any other. 

I am the more surprized at your 
admitting such injurious reflections 
on their character, without evidence, 
as 1 perceive thai you are warm ad- 
vocates for the right of private judg- 
ment in religion. The only compen- 
sation now in your power, is to give 
the same publiei'y to the defence, 
thai you have given to the accusa- 
tion ; then let your readers judge for 
themselves. 

The reflections to which I allude 
are to he found in your No. for Ju- 
ly, 1 8 i 3, and in the " Account of the 
proceedings of the General Synod of 
V icier} in a letter to a friend." 
The passage of which I complain, 
and on which I would make a few 
rental Is, reads thus : " The next im- 
[ ortLUit affair that occupied our atten- 
tion was the case of Clare congrega- 
tion ; v, e found that the spirit of ob- 
stiu.uy and iliiberality was not bro- 



ken by our exertions during the last 
year, and that it had been fostered 
in a most unchristian-like manner by 
the Seceders, who had supplied the 
disaffected with preaching." J find 
the same charge drawn out at great- 
er length in your No. for September, 
under the signature of " An Anti- 
burgher Seceder," with an avowed 
intention to guard the character of 
that community from the foul disho- 
nour ; afraid, no doubt, as the Sama- 
ritans were, when the Jews were in 
danger of being mistaken for one of 
that odious and obnoxious race. 
That Burgher Seceders have preach- 
ed to a number of people in the 
neighbourhood of Clare, who invit- 
ed them, is- a fact that cannot be de- 
nied, and which I do not wish con- 
cealed. Their conduct in doing so 
does not appear to me to need an 
apology ; nor is it inconsistent with 
those christian liberties which all 
classes, and especially those com- 
plaining, claim. Your correspon- 
dent, then, I assert, cannot condemn 
the conduct of the Burgher Seceders 
in this instance, wit hour subverting 
the principles of liberty fot which 
they contend, and impeaching the 
whole past conduct of their respec- 
tive communions, as unchristian and 
disorderly. 

You will give me leave, Gentle- 
men, to state what appears to me to 
be tbe true principles of religious 
liberty, in conformity to which Se- 
ceders have conducted themselves in 
this and every other similar case. 
It is the right of every man to form 
his own opinions in religion ; to prac- 
tise that mode of worship which ap- 
pears to him to be most acceptable 
to the Deity; and to inculcate the 
same upon others, provided his opi- 
nions contain nothing in them injuri- 
ous to the same right in others, or to 
the peace of society ; and provided t h.tt 
his mode of worship, and the man- 
ner in which he would recommend 
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either it or his faith to others, be 
peaceable, decent, and inoffensive. 
Religious liberty, I conceive, ex- 
tends even farther. It claims and 
demands the privilege of disapprov- 
ing and condemning whaiever in the 
religious systems of others may ap- 
pear erroneous or improper, provid- 
ed it be done in the use of sober and 
temperate language, not such as your 
correspondents use ; and provided 
there is no attempt to expose the 
persons of men to popular contempt 
and indignation, or their religious 
worship to any annoyance. In con- 
formity to these principles, I conceive 
that every man has a right to aban- 
don the religious communion in 
which he is at present, whenever it 
appears to him to be right; and 
whatever God, to whom alone he is 
accountable in this matter, may 
judge concerning him, no man has a 
right to hinder him, or even ascribe 
his conduct to base or unworthy mo- 
tives. With all due deference, then, 
to your reporter, I think be goes too 
far when he attributes the conduct of 
those in the neighbourhood of Clare, 
who invited Seceders to preach the 
gospel amongst them, to "obstinacy 
and itliberaiiiy." From the man- 
ner in which he comments upon the 
conduct of the Synod of Ulster, and 
their zeal for religious liberty, I 
should think he would allow every 
man his own choice in religion. 

But when he comes to report the 
case of Clare, he adds an instance 
to the many that already exist, that 
many of those undistinguishing zeal- 
ots for liberty, mean liberty to them- 
selves, but slavery to all others ; and 
reminds me of an observation made, 
I think, by Dr, Goldsmith, that he 
never knew a thorough-paced re- 
publican that was not in his heart and 
in his family a tyrant. The Burgh- 
er Seceders, like all other commu- 
nions, have acted on the conviction 
that they were right and others 



wrong. All sects are ready to re* 
ceive proselytes, and none refuse any 
merely from courtesv to another com- 
munion. I am su;e such liberality 
is unknown in the Synod of Ulster, 
or in the still more liberal and sell- 
denied communion of your Auti- 
B ir^htr correspondent. 1 askj have 
the ministers of the Synod of Ulster 
never preached to the members of 
other communions, when (hey were 
invited, and even when they were 
not invited? Were there never any 
Missionaries sent out and liberally 
supported, to preach to the Irish Ci- 
tholics, that they mi",h> be cunveru 
ed to the Presbyterian f.iith ? Went 
there no converts received from ihein, 
or from the Episcopal communion, 
or from the. still more unchristian 
Burgher Seceders ? Is it ever said 
to any who make application for Mi- 
nisterial or Christian communion, or 
for marriage, whether certified or 
not, you cannot be received; to ad- 
mit you into our communion, would 
be an unchristian encouragement of 
obstiuacy and iliiberality r Or is it 
usual with Anti- Burghers to reject 
all such applications, of which your 
correspondent who assumes that sig- 
nature says, ** it is not their way, 
wherever they can find a few hot- 
headed bigots, to blow up the spark 
into a H une, to attempt to rend a 
congregation, by insinuating them- 
selves into anoiher man's charge." 
If your correspondent be an Anti- 
Burgber, (but I r<aliy suspect he is 
not, and that everv intelligent per- 
son of that communion will disown 
him,) and if he mean to assert that 
they never did supply the disaffect- 
ed in other congregations, he mu»t 
be an oner stranger to the present 
staje, or past history of that com- 
munion. Mas he never known how 
congregations wen* erected in Clan* 
anees, in the cocnty Tyrone, and 
near New bliss, in the county Mo- 
nagliau i Or is he ignorant of tb« 
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divisions created in the congregation 
of Mass-Lane, Dublin, and many 
others which might be mentioned ? 
But it may not be unprofitable to re- 
fer to the case of a place called the 
Four Towns, in the County Down, 
where not a few hot-headed bigots 
indeed, but an individual, with the 
avowed purpose of injuring a neigh- 
bouring congregation, whose minis- 
ter had exposed his factious conduct, 
made the application. Their fond- 
ness for erections rendered the Body 
the dupes of design, so far an to in- 
volve them in the expense of build- 
ing a bouse of worship for a people 
who then deserted them. I do not 
quote these instances because I con- 
demn the principle of admitting the 
members of one communion to join 
another in an orderly and peaceable 
manner. The right of choice in re- 
ligiou requires this ; and without this 
•privilege, man would be in the worst 
state of slavery. I quote them as prece r 
dents, and as precedents set by tho-e 
that complain ofthe Burgher Seceders 
for similar conduct. This privilege 
I claim ; hut I grant it in its fullest 
extent to all others. Let these prin- 
ciples then be applied to the conduct 
oi the Burgher Seieders in sending 
preachers to Clare, and theif justifi 
cation will appear complete. I ask 
what prtcepts of Christianity did 
they violate F Surely not that one, 
"Go ye unto all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature." 
Surely not that one, " whatsoever ye 
would that others should do unto 
you, do ye also the same to them." 
Whose civil rights have they inva- 
ded ? None, I assert ; no man 
ran claim a civil right over another 
man's conscience. 

Nearly one hundred persons sign- 
ed the petition for sermon ; names 
deserving the highest credit in any 
case, and from any court. The pe- 
tition stated their fixed purpose to 



abandon the communion of the Sy. 
nod of Ulster, and to join the com- 
munion of Seceders. Seceders do 
not condemn such conduct. Say, 
then, Gentlemen, to your correspon- 
dent, that Burgher Seceders use no 
scurrilous language ; that they have 
not uttered one uncharitable reflec- 
tion upon the Synod of Ulster j that 
they have treated the person and 
character of the minister of Clare 
with all the tenderness that the law 
of brotherly kindness and charity re- 
quires ; and that though a torrent of 
abuse has been poured out in your 
columns and elsewhere, upon them, 
they wish to know him who when 
he was reviled, reviled not again. 
But say to them also that they are 
not to be intimidated ; they know 
their du;y to God as well as to men, 
and will not be prevented by abusive 
language, from preaching the gospel 
where they have no authentic evi- 
dence that it is preached, and where 
they can do it in an orderly and 
peaceable way. 

A Burgher Seceder, 



To the Profrittori of the Bel/ait Magaziiu. 

Gentiesien, 
VOUR correspondent A.Z., in 
•*• your Magazine for May last, 
dwells at length on the powers of 
music, and the yarious instruments 
which are now in use. He says, 
" he knows several men of unques- 
tionable moral worth and feeling, 
who can hardly distinguish a quick 
movement from a slow." He dis- 
cards the Irish Harp " as poor and 
imperfect;" but surely the Harp or 
Bag-pipes may answer the same end 
to these moral and feeling men, as any 
instrument adapted of the present 
refined taste. He says, " That all 
the old Irish airs should be preserved, 
is, 1 think, perfectly right," but he 



